Birzeit University – Centre of Excellence

1. Stephen Hawking to give lecture at Birzeit University

http://www.britishcouncil.org/ps-about-us-events.htm
World famous British scientist Stephen Hawking, Lucasian Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge University and best-selling author of A Brief History of Time, will debate with Palestinian science students from Gaza, Hebron, Nablus and Ramallah through a video conference link on 11 December and give a lecture at Birzeit University on 13 December titled "Running History Backwards".

Professor Hawking embodies the UK's scientific excellence and his visit will promote

Britain as the international partner of choice in science and technology

collaboration. Professor Hawking has twelve honorary degrees, was awarded the CBE in 1982, and was made a Companion of Honour in 1989. He is the recipient of many awards, medals and prizes and is a Fellow of The Royal Society and a Member of the US National Academy of Sciences.

2. Establishment of a UNESCO Chair in Mathematics and Theoretical Physics at Birzeit University

http://www.birzeit.edu/news/news-d?news_id=190488
Following a successful visit to the French capital, Paris, Dr. Nabeel Kassis, the

President of Birzeit University, returned home on Monday, 4-11-2006. During his visit to Paris, Dr. Kassis chaired a session in the UNESCO Colloquium on

Higher Education, Scientific Research and Knowledge and participated in the annual

meetings of the UNESCO Global Scientific Committee and the Palestinian European

American Cooperation in Education (PEACE).

In an important step towards establishing the Center of Excellence in Mathematics

and Theoretical Physics, Dr. Kassis signed an agreement with the UNESCO to establish a UNESCO Chair in Mathematics and Theoretical Physics at the Faculty of Science at Birzeit University.

The Center of Excellence in Mathematics and Theoretical Physics aims at promoting

scientific research and exchange of experience among researchers at Palestinian

higher education institutes, and with the global scientific community.

3. Construction of the Najjad Zeenni Center of Excellence

In another event that marks Birzeit University's continuous efforts to advance

excellence in education and research, the University community celebrated the ground

breaking for the construction of the Najjad Zeenni Center of Excellence in

Information Technology on Wednesday 6-11-2006. The ceremony was attended by Mr. Peter Gubser, President of ANERA, Mr. Thomas Neu, Regional Director of ANERA and members of the Birzeit University Council and Board of Trustees.

The construction of the Najjad Zeenni Center of Excellence in Information Technology will be carried out in cooperation with ANERA and through a generous contribution from Mr. Najjad Zeenni.

Similar centers of excellence in information technology have been established in

Al-Quds University, the Arab American University in Jenin, Hebron University and the Islamic University in Gaza.

4. Director of Birzeit University affiliated National Conservatory of Music Receives Award of Excellence

http://ncm.birzeit.edu
Mr Suhail Khoury, General Director of the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music in Palestine, received the Welfare Association Award of "Excellence", presented to prominent individuals world-wide who have shown distinction in the human, cultural, and science fields.  Khoury's award was for his musical creativity and for his distinctive efforts in developing the ESNCM over the years.

The Award was presented on Thursday, November 30 in Dubai during the Welfare

Association Benefit Dinner "Jerusalem in Our Hearts" aiming at raising funds for the

renovation and rehabilitation program for the buildings in the Old City of Jerusalem

and surrounding neighbourhoods and to encourage their inhabitants to stay in their

homes. 

Scores of artists including writers, composers, poets, fine artists, photographers,

theatrical directors, actors, musicians, dancers and comedians compete for this

award, and the final recipient is chosen by a jury expert in the field of

humanities.  The Award includes a plaque and a $50,000.00 grant.  It was decided

that out of the $50,000.00, the Edward Said National Conservatory of Music will

receive $40,000.00.
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